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ABSTRACT

The silencing and victimization of women have faeleen a theme we have come across in many efdHes
of literature. Not only has this been a food fayubht now but has also been a topic much discusgeidfrom the time we
have started to protest against this since thg 4880s. Khalid Hosseini'A Thousand SplendidSuns tells the entwined
story of two Afghani women, Mariam and Laila, bottarried to the same truculent man Rasheed. Hoss&wimen
characters had been the epitome of much oppreskgthi\ feminine hood till they realized their poward fought for
their identity. This paper attempts to delve irlie psyche and lives of these women characters s$éiln’'s novel which

tries to be the voices of the voiceless, undecthihes of patriarchy, religion and politics ahdit liberation.
KEYWORDS: Power of Political, Patriarchal and Religious Sgjajion, Sexism, Power of Sisterhood

INTRODUCTION

The lives of men and women were both the concelitenfture since its inception, but the readers tedcritics
were more and more concerned with the gender ddititieor than the portrayal of a gender in his/herkw\We feel a male
writer cannot expound the experiences of a womanptetely as we put it in ‘ecriture feminine’ andceiversa. The
gender plays a dynamic role in the ‘subjugatingibjisgated’ phenomenon in a patriarchal setup. Everan’t recast the
whole system of ideologies, thoughts and customishwéire in practice for many centuries; we couldifor frame some
alternatives as some of the male authors who heakssfully attempted to think in a woman'’s perspedhan women do.

Khalid Hosseini the Afghan born American writer pes this in his second seminal wdrke Thousand Splendid Suns.
AIM OF THE PAPER

The aim of this paper is to prove that gender isandarrier in portraying the plight of women chaeas in
fiction. Khalid Hosseini had very skillfully nared the touching tale of ailing womanhood under thé&ches of
patriarchy, politics and religion. This paper adsw@lyses how the notion of Feminist Sisterhoodbesh used in liberating

the chained female characters in the fiction.
INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR

Khaled Hosseini was born in Kabul, Afghanistan,1®65. His father Nasser Hosseini was a diplomat who
worked with the Afghan Foreign Ministry and his meit taught Persian Literature at a high school @&bpu. He had his
early childhood in affluent Wazir Arbar Khan Streéthe Kabul city, a time when the women enjoyestélom along with

the men. He grew up in Afghanistan, Iran, and Fedmefore moving to the United States at age fiftétmreceived his
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medical degree from the University of Californian®iego and worked for a decade as a physi&aifie Kite Runner
his first novel was published in 2003. He was named as tlewgth envoy to UNHCR in 2006. His second novAl,
Thousand Splendid Sum&s published in May, 2007 and in 2013 he came itip ks third novelAnd the Mountains

EchoedPresently he is living in California.

A Thousand Splendid Suissan extraordinary work of literature that naesathe touching tale of womanhood in
the backdrop of horror stricken Afghanistan. Afgiséan did have a belle époque when the women weea g@qual rights
and freedom along with the men. The events th&vi@d after the Soviet withdrawal had turned thertoy to a tortured
and tormented land especially for the women. ThaedrNations Statistics Division had released ssimacking reports
on the condition of women in Afghanistan:

» Afghanistan is one of the most challenging placethé world to be a woman.

* Many women die in pregnancy and childbirth: 460tdgd.00,000 live births (2010)
* 85% of women have no formal education and areirilite.

* Female 3rd level students as a % of Total: 18.0%

» Total live births per woman — average of 6

e 1 out 10 children diekefore their fifth birthday.

» Life expectancy for women is 516)(

Afghanistan women had been marginalized trice -taflggc politically and culturally. Hosseini couldghtly
imprint the real Afghanistan iA Thousand Splendid Suridariam and Laila are the true representativethefwhole
suffering, subjugated, victimized, oppressed ambiflmien Afghani women. In this paper | attemptedbtus on the power
of patriarchy, politics and religion which takestine role of the oppressor and the power of Sistathihat overthrows the

oppressor and liberate the womanhood.
PATRIARCHIAL SUBJUGATION

Bell Hooks in hetUnderstanding Patriarchytates that “Patriarchy is a political-social systthat insists males
are inherently dominating, superior to everythimgl @veryone deemed weak, especially females, atowed with the
right to dominate and rule over the weak and tonta@ that dominance through various forms of psjagical terrorism
and violence™).

A Thousand Splendid Surdosely depicts the strong imposement of patriarétn which women were
marginalized, abandoned, betrayed, covered upedbarsd punished. All of the female characters fidanma to Aziza, the
little daughter of Laila encounters the brutalifypatriarchy. These women characters were treat@astlly by all of the

men including the Taliban. The power of patriarehyendered through illegitimacy, marriage, anddggrdiscrimination.

lllegitimacy is used as a weapon to slaughter trg essence of self respect of the female chasdtigitimacy
acquires a grave meaning in a highly patriarchelesp. The motherhood is an obvious term for théhbaf a child but the
fatherhood is relative. One individual remains dmsatard if his/her father refuses to acknowledg#her. The unmarried

Nana Mariam’s mother was sent away from Jalil’sdedwold when they found her “belly began to swell”

| Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be senb editor@impactjournals.us |




Feminine Power as Represented in Khaled Hosseinihe Thousand Splendid Suns SB

(ATSS*,9). She was abandoned by her own father who raly &wvéan in fear of shame. Finally Jalil and his
family decided to hide her or in other words hitleit shame in the village suburbs. Nana says: &s & relief to your
father having me out of sightATSS9).

Mariam remained as &arami (illegitimate) till her last breath since her wibal father felt ashamed to
acknowledge her as his daughter along with hisrotime children. Her status of beindvarami made her to lead a life of
confinement in the littl&olba (a hut) that was allotted for them to live. Narghtly points to her daughter “A man's heart
is a wretched, wretched thing, Mariam. It isn'elik mother's womb. It won't bleed, it won't streteimake room for you”
(ATSS, 25). Mariam longed for love and acceptamchar whole life. Mariam longed to be with her cosvéather more
than her brave mother. She loved and trusted hiflindly that she thought that she will be receiveith warmth and
love if she visit him at his huge mansion wherelikied happily with his “three wives and nine legitite children”
(ATSS 47). All of her hopes went vain went she realittes “She was being the walking, breathing embedithof their

shame”

(ATSS 48). When Mariam became an ‘orphan’ Jalil andvhilses were eager to make her marry and sent her
away to a distant place, to Kabul that they shdtlble bothered about her anymore. They found amgr&asheed who

was just “a little older” than Mariam. He was jastother male who found her worthless.

It was common for the Afghan patriarch to decide ftate of the women folk. They decided what shahiely
wear, where should they go, whether they shoulddueated or not, when and to whom should they nsrdyhow long.
The two males Jalil and Rasheed are the true agésexism; they could successfully implement tiigigemony over the
weak, helpless, female characters in the fictioastited, who was sixty, could skillful trap the feen year old Laila
when she was orphaned and make her marry himhBeKs in her essayisterhood: Political Solidarity between Women
states that, “Male supremacist ideology encourageaen to believe we are valueless and obtain vahlye by relating to
bonding with men” 8). Rasheed could successful evoke fear in his thd¢ without a man’s company the woman can’t

survive alongHe justifies his lust as a charity “the way | sge deserve a medalATSS210).

Rasheed was in great hope that Mariam will bore &iboy child, but when she fails in the prospecinaking
him a father he descends to be a cruel abusive 8t@was no longer treated as a wife but much ldlar a slave. He
gave her orders and always found faults with hekity and other household works. When Mariam attsrtgclear her

point on some of his trivial arguments he turnstowthow his ill temperament and arrogance.

And as her heart pounded, her mind wondered wiatsexhe would use that night to pounce on her.
There was always something, some minor thing tlmatldvinfuriate him, because no matter what she did

to please him, no matter how thoroughly she suledhitd his wants and demands, it wasn’t enough. She
could not give him his son back. In this most ataéway, she had failed him — seven times she had
failed him — and now she was nothing but a burdenim. She could see it in the way he looked at her

when he looked at her. She was a burden to KNSE98)

Laila too falls from his admiration when she boimHeven it is Tariq's baby) a girl child. He alweayad a
feeling of contempt against it and always shoutetha baby. He called Aziza ‘the baby’ or ‘thatrtfi and he never
showed a gesture of affection. Whenever Laila tefithusiastically about her girl Aziza, Rasheedrse¢o ignore it.

“Rasheed would grunt, and go back to his plate.idtaremembered how the girl's mere presence usedeo whelm
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him. Everything she said used to please him, in&iggim, make him look up from his plate and nodhvapproval”
(ATSS 233).

Aziza, Laila’s daughter is another female figureowthither under the clutches of patriarchy. Hehéathated her
for being a girl and never considered her as hilsl.cRasheed says to Laila: "If the fancy shouliket me [Rasheed]...|
would be within my rights to give Aziza awayATS$ 282). Her condition worsens when Zalmai was bbiewas treated
with many privileges by his father, he bought himany gifts and toys including a television set evéren they had
financial crisis. It was finally Aziza who sufferddr her father’s love for her little brother, shas sent to the orphanage

when they suffered financial crisis.
Religious Subjugation

Religion acts as an important factor in oppressimgmen along with the politics in the country. Thgbuthe
patriarchs and the rulers who practice Islamicgrelis rituals, the women folk are marginalized aongpressed. Even
though Rasheed pretends to be a devout Islam tspeaves that he is not. He used to keep pornbgrapagazines and
used to take alcohol which is forbidden for andsld&le doesn’t observe any of the Islamic rituatsperly like Ramadan,

even though Islam teaches the importance of obsgihiem. We find him sore and angry at the timRafadan.

Islam is a religion that gives equal rights to n@w women but Rasheed never considered his wivegawe
them any recognition but he was eager to contrdlcmver them up. Rasheed is not better than thibaraln suppressing
the women. Like them he made his wives to wear dting symbol of invisibility. Islam never insistady dress code for

their men and women but we Rasheed compelling iiesnto wear burqua in the name of religion.

| have customers, Mariam, men, who bring their wit@ my shop. The women come uncovered; they
talk to me directly, look me in the eye without sfe&a They wear makeup and skirts that show their
knees. Sometimes they even put their feet in fofnhe, the women do, for measurements, and their
husbands stand there and watch. They allow it. Thik nothing of a stranger touching their wives’
bare feet! They think they’re being modern menrgliattuals, on account of their education, | suppos

They don't see that they’re spoiling their omangandnamoostheir honor and prideATSS 69)

So he believes a woman is an object that shoulgniisible to others, they are ought to be coveqgdviariam
like any other Afghani women had to live a life afnfinement. Her reason for finding the burga catirig to wear is
actually very disturbing? She no longer worried that people knew, with alsirglance, all the shameful secrets of her
past (ATSS, 72)Mariam mistook the restriction imposed on her by husband as a token of love. He never introduced

her to his friends; he just kept her aside asefdbesn’t require an attention. It is well portréya the instance of Eid.

They had Eid visitors at the house. They were ahnfriends of Rasheed’s. When the knock came,
Mariam knew to go upstairs to her room and closedbor......Mariam didn’t mind. in truth, she was
even flattered. Rasheed saw sanctity in what tlalytbgether. Her honor, heamoos was something

worth guarding to him. She felt prized by his potiteeness. Treasured and significaiT S 80).

Rasheed act as a beguiling patriarch who usedaelig enforce his wishes over the powerless woinethe
fiction. He forces himself on Mariam and excusasngglf “There is no shame in this Mariam”, he saidyring a little.

“It's what married people do. It's what the Prophet his wives did. There is no sham&TES 76).
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Jalil and Rasheed use the religion as an agemnteiwise their personal fancies on the women. Idlare given
provision for men to practice polygamy under restd conditions, but many men took it as an opmitstuto have a
liaison life. Jalil who was married thrice was Bohdemned even by his family when they found tlealhéd slept with the
house maid Nana. Though Mariam showed her disappfow Rasheed’s second marriage with Laila he rigdder and

moved on with his decision. He just casually saststhat many of his friends have four or five wives
Political Subjugation

The politics in Afghanistan had been acting as nmaly in excruciating the womenfolk. Whether it tise
monarchy, foreign occupation or the Taliban diatstigp the plight of the women were similar. Therasva time when
they enjoyed many privileges in the society likeeation, university degree, job and the out mastdom to do what they
wish. We will wonder at the pathetic fate of womeimo had enjoyed much of freedom and liberty befheeTaliban take

over in the country.

These women were all swinging handbags and rustkirgs. Mariam even spotted one smoking behind
the wheel of a car. Their nails were long, polishétk or orange, their lips red as tulips. Theykeal in
high heels, and quickly, as if on perpetually utdgausiness. They wore dark sunglasses, and, wiesn th
breezed by, Mariam caught a whiff of their perfurlBbe imagined that they all had university degrees,
which they worked in office buildings, behind desKstheir own, where they typed and smoked and
made important people. These women mystified MariBiney made her aware of her own lowliness, her

plain looks, her lack of aspirations, and her igmme of so many thingsATSS,74)

But the political situation changed upside down andhe condition of the women got worsen. It is women
who were always victimized in a political unreduation. The Soviet withdrawal resulted in the ppstuggle between
different groups in the country that finally endeith the Taliban reign. Women in war-torn societiase specific and
devastating forms of sexual violence, which are etimes deployed systematically to achieve military political
objectives.

There was looting, murder, and, increasingly, rapleich was used to intimidate civilians and reward
militiamen. Mariam heard of women who were killitiemselves out of fear of being raped, and of men
who, in the name of honor, would kill their wives daughters if they'd been raped by militia.
(ATSS247)

When Mariam and Laila planned to escape from theant husband they were caught up by the police wh
accused them of travelling alone without a mahréhe strict laws enforced by the Taliban give memidilege to ill-treat

and abuse women. Rasheed gives an account of ibaTaith an admiration for them.

They were a guerrilla force...made up of young Pashten whose families had fled to Pakistan during
the war against the Soviets. Most of them had lbaised — some even born — in refugee camps alang th
Pakistani border, and in Pakistani madrasas, wtieg were schooled iShari'a by mullahs. Their
leader was a mysterious, illiterate, one-eyed eseclmamed Mullah Omar, who... called himself
Ameer-ul-Mumineen Leader of the Faithfu[ATSS266)

The regime of Taliban (1996-2001) gave nothingtbamimatizing experience for the women. They usédioa
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as a weapon to control the women and imposed mestyiations on them. Taliban interpreted Korantuoltsa way that
they could implement their rules and laws easilyeyl used burqua to cover up the very existenceoofien and treated

them only as objects that tempt men. Taliban eneosthe women folk with a list of forbiddance:
Attention women

You will stay inside your homes at all times. Ihist proper for women to wander aimlessly aboutstheets.

If you go outside, you must be accompanied by aramaha male relative.

If you are caught alone on the street, you wilbbaten and sent home.

You will not under any circumstances, show youefac

You will cover with burga when outside.

If you do not, you will be severely beaten.

Cosmetics are forbidden.

Jewelry is forbidden.

You will not wear charming clothes.

You will not speak unless spoken to.

You will not make eye contact with man.

You will not laugh in public. If you do, you willdobeaten.

You will not paint your nails. If you do you wilbke a finger.

Girls are forbidden from attending school. All solsofor

Girls will be closed immediately.

Women are forbidden from working.

If you are found guilty of adultery, you will beosted to death.

Listen. Listen well. Obey. Allah-u-akbar. (ATSS,137

Education was forbidden for the citizens of Afglsan as the Taliban felt that education will infeststern
culture in the people which was against the lawssiaim. In the pre-Talibanic era rich girls enjoytbe freedom to get
education. Laila the educated, aspiring daughtex obllege teacher as well as Jalil's other daughtere educated in
good schools at Herat. Their parents believed ithatonly through education that they could makeirt children safe.
Hakim Laila’s father had considered his daughtedsication as the important thing in his life. HgssédMarriage can
wait, education cannot...Because a society hashamoe of success if its women are uneducated, .Liditachance”
(ATSS 114. Even Mariam aspire to go to school when she hehdadlil's daughters are attending one she coudlutéias
she was a harami child. Her only encounter withksowas through the Koran tutorials given by Mullizullah, the
only male character in the fiction who truly lovadd cared for her. Taliban succeeded in oppregbmgvomen folk

through forbidding their opportunity to get eduoati In the name of religion they could make the warnto sit at home
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and lead a life closer to deadness.

There were separate hospitals for men and womtheifalibanic Afghanistan and even in the casemadrgency
no women were treated in the hospitals for menskiog narrates such an instance in his novel waika lwas in advent
of her second delivery. The condition of such hiadpiwere so pathetic, they had no clean watermedication, no
electricity, no good doctors. In the Rabia Balkbspital Laila was given a caesarian operation withaving anesthesia

this point to the terrific condition of discriminah against women by Taliban.

Power of Sisterhood

The strong bonding developed between Mariam anld lcaiuld be equated with the idea of Feminist 8isted
“The term sisterhood is used among feminists toesgthe connection of women who are not biologigallated but are
bonded in solidarity. The sisterhood of women ofiefers to their feminism, their participation etwomen’s movement,
their support of other women or their recognitidnf@emale qualities that are unique to women’s ratdihe use of the

word sisterhood implies that women relate to or@lser in ways that are distinct from how they refat’ (7).

Mariam hated Laila for losing her husband to &eligirl. They used to abuse each other calling edlohr many
names until they realized that they are undergtigsame tragic fate under this abusive man and ttiey started to
realize each other and started to share theirgttieaf endurance to each other. According to Belbks, “it is sexism that
leads women to feel threatened by another withause. While sexism teaches women to be sex olffgatsen, it is also
manifest when women have repudiated this role éeatemptuous and superior in relation to those wombo have
not... Sexism teaches women woman hating and botkctmursly and unconsciously we act out this hatredur daily

contact with anothei3j.

Mariam who called Laila a “thieving whore” laterdmmes a mother figure for her. The strong bondienetbped
between these two characters serves as a comfagaétn other. Laila and Mariam, both of them shaheit sorrows as
they shared their house hold duties and stood doh e@ther whenever their husband became intoletallards them.
Mariam took care of Aziza like a grandmother lookdter her grandchild. Laila inspires Mariam todatontrol of her
destiny. Mariam and Laila become so close to edbhrahat they both find themselves in each otheaila began to
laugh, and Mariam joined in. They laughed like thiseach other’s reflection in the mirror, theiesytearing, and the
moment was so natural, so effortless, that sudd&tdyiam started telling her about Jalil, and Naaad the jinn”

(ATSS 249).

When they both felt intolerable to the physical sbof their husband both of they plan to run awalabul with

Aziza. But when both of them fail to reach sucdessrns out to be an instance of brutality on theyrRasheed.

And later when Rasheed finds out that Laila hakkethlto a man (Tariq) he becomes infuriated and atmsit to
kill Laila in a fit of rage, Mariam, defending Lail kills Rasheed. It is the strength that Mariaimgf&om her relationship
with Laila that make her to stay behind to accaptinhevitable punishment that will be meted outhén. As she faces the
end of her life she remembers words her mothendiadher:“ Like a compass needle that points north, a marcasiag

finger always finds a woman. Always. You rememibeat,t Mariam”(ATSS 323).

Mariam the much oppressed and subjugated womaltyfikils her oppressor. It is her love for Lailané her

children that made her to do this brave act. Evenvgas portrayed as a powerless woman who wagdreafustly by the
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fate, acquires the power to free herself fromtadl Ibarbed wires that winds around her since hemhidpirth. She was no

more afraid or frightened when she was taken tdahazi stadium for her final verdict.

Mariam wished for so much in those final momentst ¥s she closed her eyes, it was not regret any
longer but a sensation of abundant peace that washer her. She thought of her entry into this dorl
the harami child of a lowly villager, an unintendéihg, a pitiable, regrettable accident. A weeddA
yet she was leaving the world as a woman who heeld@nd been loved back. She was leaving it as a
friend, a companion, a guardian. A mother. A perebrtonsequence at last. No. It was not so bad,
Miriam thought, that she should die this way. Not lsad. This was a legitimate end to a life of
illegitimate belongings ATSS361)

Mariam is a Christ figure in the novel. Even Maridiad been subjugated and marginalized since htr e

resurrects like a phoenix and marks her existerderd the world. The peace and happiness that kaithher children

enjoy is nothing other than a most precious gifegiby Mariam. When she succumbs to the deathisshetually living

her life in its fullest at the hearts of Laila amer children.

CONCLUSIONS

Khalid Hosseini through his nov&he Thousand Splendid Sumed voiced for the voiceless, victimized Afghan

women. He could successfully implement the ideReashinist Sisterhood that seeks solidarity of wortteaver throw the

political, religious and patriarchy in the fictioBoth Mariam and Laila stands for the subjugatednen hood, and the

sisterhood that they shared gave them hope to figbk against all suppressions and finally holdr theeams. The novel

is truly a tribute for subjugated woman hood.
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